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The social life in these Colleges is of a far more cordial, although leisurely and dignified, character, and though the literary standard of instruction is not very high, and examinations do not loom large in the student's mind, the cultivation of the body and the formation of character, both individual and social, are important features, and are thoroughly appreciated in these institutions. Here the students may mix with their fellows of equal social standing, and acquire the manly sports of England.
It was at such a school that Prince Ranjitsinhji obtained his first knowledge of cricket, and he was already distinguished in that sport before he left the Rajkumar College in Kathiawar. When he came to Cambridge and had the opportunity of meeting men of the highest distinction in the sport, he found his early training useful,, though a further course of earnest preparation was necessary before he succeeded in getting to the top of the tree. It is in such schools that the young men cultivate the art of riding, for which the youthful nobles of India are famous, and which exercises so much influence on the social life of the country. It is there, also, that they come into contact with the true spirit of the cultured English gentleman in their masters, who are usually not only scholars, but men of social position, men of affairs, and men of insight into human character. The ordinary English official is so hedged round with formalities,
and is such a busy man, that he has no opportunity
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